
 

Letter to participating former Members.   

  

Thank you for participating in our Congress to Campus program, our Association's 

flagship program, to provide a unique perspective on the institution of Congress and 

promote public service to college students.  If you have previously participated in a 

campus visit, you know how the program works and how rewarding it can be for all of 

the participants.  

 

I wanted to provide you with some basic information about the typical campus visit (and 

serve as a refresher for prior participants). If at any point you have questions or need 

help in preparing for your visit, please contact me, Sharon Witiw switiw@usafmc.org 

(202)507-4847; cell: 703-309-3691. Brother Rogers at the Stennis Center (our partnering 

organization) brother@stennis.gov, (662-325-8409), or one of the Association's co-

chairs, Jack Buechner  xmo2rep@aol.com or Larry LaRocco larrylarocco@aol.com . 

  

 The typical campus visit includes three days and two nights: traveling the first day 

typically arriving in time for a possible dinner;  the second day beginning early 

morning and finishing in the late afternoon or early evening-- full of sessions with 

students, faculty community members;; last day- morning and early afternoon 

sessions with students, faculty and community members; then traveling home 

late afternoon or early evening.  

 Travel arrangements are made by the Stennis Center. --If you have any 

restrictions for your visit please let us know as soon as possible. On Campus 

arrangements (lodging, meals and ground travel) are handled by the host school. 

The former Members should incur no out of pocket expenses directly related to 

the campus visit. 

 A campus coordinator will be designated by the host school to work with our 

staff and the Stennis Center in preparing a preliminary schedule for the visit. This 

is most often a department chair at the college. A draft of the preliminary 

schedule will be shared with the former Members sometime before the visit. Most 
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visits emphasize classroom sessions with students, but may also include meetings 

with faculty and administrators, as well as an open forum to which the entire 

college and local community residents may be invited. We also hope that the 

campus press will be available to speak to the former Members about the 

program and the mission.   

 Prior to the visit our staff will arrange a telephone conference call involving the 

campus coordinator, the former Members, Sharon Witiw, Brother Rogers, and 

one of our co-chairs, Jack Buechner or Larry LaRocco. During this call the campus 

coordinator will walk through the schedule and the former Members will have the 

opportunity to raise any particular questions they may have or suggest 

modifications. 

 When the former Members arrive in the host community they will usually be met 

at the airport or the local hotel (if they are driving) by someone from the host 

school. It is the responsibility of the host school to provide all transportation for 

the former Members throughout the visit. 

 Most sessions during the visit will be informal and will not require a formal 

presentation, or detailed preparation.  The hope is that students will leave the 

sessions with a better understanding about Congress, the life of a Member in 

Congress, the demands, challenges and accomplishments on a Member 

(antidotes encouraged) and the importance of public service and being an 

engaged member of society.  The bipartisan aspect of the program exemplifies 

the civic discourse, that is respectful even if the views differ.  

A typical classroom session : 

o Professors are encouraged to prepare their students beforehand and, 

when the class meets, to offer a brief introduction.  

o The former Members will then usually make some brief remarks regarding 

how they came to run for Congress, maybe an anecdote of an interesting 

moment during their run or term and to note the value of public service. 

o Thereafter the floor will be open it up to questions from the students (or 

the professor). 



o We will try to provide you with class syllabus so you know which class and 

what they class has been studying.  But unless the professor has advised 

otherwise, no particular subject needs to be prepared for.   

 If an open forum is scheduled with the wider college or local community, 

o the former Members will often be asked to make a more formal 

presentation.  

o often these forums tend to focus on a specific topic which you will be 

advised of prior to the visit. 

o The particular arrangements will be covered in the telephone conference 

held prior to the visit. 

Press interviews maybe done for print or video.  

 We try to provide you with the class syllabus and any relevant responses to the 

questions posed to the students in a pre-visit survey.  If you would like to get 

background on relevant issues from the Congressional Research Service of the 

Library of Congress you can call CRS directly at 202-707-5700 (ext.1, ext. 5). The 

former Member should identify himself or herself and indicate the particular 

issues for which background is sought. If it has such material readily available, 

CRS will then have one or more of its professionals email the material requested 

to the former Member. 

 Most recently we have found that students will ask very direct questions about 

issues of the day.  As most former Members continue to keep apprised of the 

news and what is happening in Congress generally this is typically not a concern.  

And we try to get as much information about the classes from the school before 

hand, to advise you of the classes interest.   

 Former Members are asked to refrain from text messaging and the use of cell 

phones during the sessions with students and others. We will do our best to build 

at least half an hour of down time into the schedule to allow the former Members 

to catch up with messages.  If you have need to have a time to check on in with 

your office, etc. please let us know so that the school can keep that time in mind 

when creating a schedule.   



 Following the visit all of the participants, including the campus coordinator, 

students and the former Members, will be asked to provide an evaluation of the 

program. This is done via a link to an on line survey.  One of our co-chairs will 

also call each of these participants to solicit feedback on the visit and on how the 

program might be improved in the future. 

 

The continuing success of the Congress to Campus program is dependent not only on 

the participation of former Members, but on participation by colleges across the country 

and on adequate funding. The Association would therefore be grateful for your 

continuing participation, as well as any suggestions you may have for additional host 

schools and sources of funding.  

 

Thank you again for your interest and support. Please do not hesitate to contact the 

program coordinator Sharon Witiw, switiw@usafmc.org or Brother Rogers 

brother@stennis.gov with any questions.   
 


